
At 5:30 a.m. on May 10, 1940, Germany began 
a massive attack against Holland, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, and France. Defending those 
countries were the British Expeditionary Force 
(B.E.F.) along with the French, Belgian, and Dutch 
armies.

 The Germans had 136 divisions while the Allies 
had 149. The Allies had more tanks, however the 
Germans had more combat planes. Although the 
opposing armies seemed evenly matched, there 
was a crucial difference in command structures and 
battle tactics. The Germans had an aggressive battle 
plan and utilized modern communications such 
as radio. German tank generals including Heinz 
Guderian and Erwin Rommel commanded from the 
front lines, improvising when necessary, and urging 
their troops onward. Morale was very high.

 The Allies assumed a defensive, World War I style 
battle plan centered around the Maginot Line, a 
string of defensive forts along the French-German 

border, south of the Ardennes forest, stretching from 
Luxembourg to Switzerland.

 Allied generals were usually nowhere near the 
front and even relied on hand-delivered messages. 
The high speed mechanized German ‘blitzkrieg’ 
continually caught the Allied armies off-guard. 
In many cases, Allied generals ordered troops to 
defend areas which had already been overtaken by 
the Germans.

The Maginot Line was simply bypassed by 
German Panzer tanks which attacked through the 
‘impassable’ Ardennes forest. The Germans then 
circled north and surrounded the Allied armies in 
Belgium. The ‘Miracle at Dunkirk’ occurred next 
as 338,000 British and French soldiers were picked 
up from the coastline by over a thousand vessels, 
including Royal Navy destroyers and a flotilla of 
smaller boats of every shape and size.

After just a few weeks of battle, Hitler’s armies had 

The Gettysburg Address
Four score and seven years ago 
our fathers brought forth on 
this continent, a new nation, 
conceived in liberty, and 
dedicated to the proposition that 
all men are created equal.
Now we are engaged in a great 
civil war, testing whether that 
nation or any nation so conceived 
and so dedicated, can long 
endure.
We are met on a great battlefield 
of that war. We have come to 
dedicate a portion of that field, 
as a final resting place for those 
who here gave their lives that that 
nation might live. It is altogether 
fitting and proper that we should 
do this.
But, in a larger sense, we can 
not dedicate—we can not 
consecrate—we can not hallow 
this ground. The brave men living 
and dead, who struggled here, 

have consecrated it, far above 
our poor power to add or detract. 
The world will little note, nor 
long remember what we say here, 
but it can never forget what they 
did here. It is for us the living, 
rather, to be dedicated here to 
the unfinished work which they 
who fought here have thus far so 
nobly advanced. It is rather for us 
to be here dedicated to the great 
task remaining before us—that 
from these honored dead we 
take increased devotion to that 
cause for which they gave the 
last full measure of devotion—
that we here highly resolve that 
these dead shall not have died 
in vain—that this nation, under 
God, shall have a new birth of 
freedom—and that government of 
the people, by the people, for the 
people, shall not perish from the 
earth.
—Abraham Lincoln

November 19, 1863



experienced stunning victories on 
all fronts. Holland, Luxembourg 
and Belgium had capitulated by 
the end of May. Paris fell on June 
14. Three days later, France sued 
for peace.

 In this speech to the House 
of Commons, Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill discusses 
the disastrous turn of events in 
Europe with the realization that 
Britain now stands alone against 
the seemingly unstoppable 
German military juggernaut.

 I spoke the other day of the 
colossal military disaster which 
occurred when the French High 
Command failed to withdraw 
the northern Armies from 
Belgium at the moment when 
they knew that the French 
front was decisively broken at 
Sedan and on the Meuse. This 
delay entailed the loss of fifteen 
or sixteen French divisions 
and threw out of action for the 
critical period the whole of the 
British Expeditionary Force. 
Our Army and 120,000 French 
troops were indeed rescued by 
the British Navy from Dunkirk 
but only with the loss of their 
cannon, vehicles and modern 
equipment. This loss inevitably 
took some weeks to repair, 
and in the first two of those 
weeks the battle in France has 
been lost. When we consider 
the heroic resistance made 
by the French Army against 
heavy odds in this battle, the 
enormous losses inflicted upon 
the enemy and the evident 
exhaustion of the enemy, it may 
well be the thought that these 
25 divisions of the best-trained 

and best-equipped troops 
might have turned the scale. 
However, General Weygand 
had to fight without them. Only 
three British divisions or their 
equivalent were able to stand 
in the line with their French 
comrades. They have suffered 
severely, but they have fought 
well. We sent every man we 
could to France as fast as we 
could re-equip and transport 
their formations.

 I am not reciting these facts for 
the purpose of recrimination. 
That I judge to be utterly futile 
and even harmful. We cannot 
afford it. I recite them in order 
to explain why it was we did 
not have, as we could have had, 
between twelve and fourteen 
British divisions fighting in the 
line in this great battle instead 
of only three. Now I put all 
this aside. I put it on the shelf, 
from which the historians, 
when they have time, will select 
their documents to tell their 
stories. We have to think of 
the future and not of the past. 
This also applies in a small way 
to our own affairs at home. 
There are many who would 
hold an inquest in the House 
of Commons on the conduct 
of the Governments--and of 
Parliaments, for they are in it, 
too--during the years which led 
up to this catastrophe. They 
seek to indict those who were 
responsible for the guidance of 
our affairs. This also would be a 
foolish and pernicious process. 
There are too many in it. Let 
each man search his conscience 
and search his speeches. I 
frequently search mine.

The unanimous Declaration of the 
thirteen united States of America
In Congress, July 4, 1776
When in the Course of human 
events, it becomes necessary 
for one people to dissolve the 
political bands which have 
connected them with another, 
and to assume among the Powers 
of the earth, the separate and 
equal station to which the Laws 
of Nature and of Nature’s God 
entitle them, a decent respect 
to the opinions of mankind 
requires that they should declare 
the causes which impel them 
to the separation.—We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.—That to secure these 
rights, Governments are instituted 
among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the 
governed,—That whenever any 
Form of Government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is 
the Right of the People to alter 
or to abolish it, and to institute 
new Government, laying its 
foundation on such principles 
and organizing its powers in such 
form, as to them shall seem most 
likely to effect their Safety and 
Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will 
dictate that Governments long 
established should not be changed 
for light and transient causes; 
and accordingly all experience 
hath shewn, that mankind are 
more disposed to suffer, while 
evils are sufferable, than to 
right themselves by abolishing 
the forms to which they are 
accustomed. But when a long 



 Of this I am quite sure, that 
if we open a quarrel between 
the past and the present, we 
shall find that we have lost the 
future. Therefore, I cannot 
accept the drawing of any 
distinctions between members 
of the present Government. 
It was formed at a moment 
of crisis in order to unite all 
the Parties and all sections of 
opinion. It has received the 
almost unanimous support of 
both Houses of Parliament. 
Its members are going to 
stand together, and, subject 
to the authority of the House 
of Commons, we are going 
to govern the country and 
fight the war. It is absolutely 
necessary at a time like this 
that every Minister who 
tries each day to do his duty 
shall be respected; and their 
subordinates must know that 
their chiefs are not threatened 
men, men who are here 
today and gone tomorrow, 
but that their directions 
must be punctually and 
faithfully obeyed. Without 
this concentrated power we 
cannot face what lies before 
us. I should not think it would 
be very advantageous for the 
House to prolong this debate 
this afternoon under conditions 
of public stress. Many facts are 
not clear that will be clear in 
a short time. We are to have a 
secret session on Thursday, and 
I should think that would be a 
better opportunity for the many 
earnest expressions of opinion 
which members will desire 
to make and for the House to 
discuss vital matters without 

having everything read the next 
morning by our dangerous foes.

 The disastrous military events 
which have happened during 
the past fortnight have not 
come to me with any sense of 
surprise. Indeed, I indicated 
a fortnight ago as clearly as 
I could to the House that the 
worst possibilities were open; 
and I made it perfectly clear 
then that whatever happened 
in France would make no 
difference to the resolve of 
Britain and the British Empire 
to fight on, if necessary for 
years, if necessary alone.

 During the last few days we 
have successfully brought 
off the great majority of the 
troops we had on the line of 
communication in France; and 
seven-eighths of the troops we 
have sent to France since the 
beginning of the war--that is 
to say, about 350,000 out of 
400,000 men--are safely back 
in this country. Others are 
still fighting with the French, 
and fighting with considerable 
success in their local encounters 
against the enemy. We have 
also brought back a great mass 
of stores, rifles and munitions 
of all kinds which had been 
accumulated in France during 
the last nine months.

We have, therefore, in this 
Island today a very large and 
powerful military force. This 
force comprises all our best-
trained and our finest troops, 
including scores of thousands 
of those who have already 
measured their quality against 

train of abuses and usurpations. 
pursuing invariably the same 
object evinces a design to reduce 
them under absolute Despotism, 
it is their right, it is their duty, 
to throw off such Government, 
and to provide new Guards for 
their future security.—Such 
has been the patient sufferance 
of these Colonies; and such 
is now the necessity which 
constrains them to alter their 
former Systems of Government. 
The history of the present King 
of Great Britain is a history of 
repeated injuries and usurpations, 
all having in direct object the 
establishment of an absolute 
Tyranny over these States. To 
prove this, let Facts be submitted 
to a candid world.—He has 
refused his Assent to Laws, the 
most wholesome and necessary 
for the public good. He has 
forbidden his Governors to pass 
Laws of immediate and pressing 
importance, unless suspended 
in their operation till his Assent 
should be obtained; and when 
so suspended, he has utterly 
neglected to attend to them.—He 
has refused to pass other Laws 
for the accommodation of large 
districts of people, unless those 
people would relinquish the 
right of Representation in the 
Legislature, a right inestimable 
to them and formidable to tyrants 
only—He has called together 
legislative bodies at places 
unusual, uncomfortable, and 
distant from the depository of 
their public Records, for the sole 
purpose of fatiguing them into 
compliance with his measures.—
He has dissolved Representative 
Houses repeatedly, for opposing 
with manly firmness his invasions 



the Germans and found 
themselves at no disadvantage. 
We have under arms at the 
present time in this Island over 
a million and a quarter men. 
Behind these we have the Local 
Defense Volunteers, numbering 
half a million, only a portion of 
whom, however, are yet armed 
with rifles or other firearms. 
We have incorporated into our 
Defense Forces every man for 
whom we have a weapon. We 
expect very large additions to 
our weapons in the near future, 
and in preparation for this we 
intend forthwith to call up, 
drill and train further large 
numbers. Those who are not 
called up, or else are employed 
during the vast business of 
munitions production in 
all its branches--and their 
ramifications are innumerable-
-will serve their country best 
by remaining at their ordinary 
work until they receive their 
summons. We have also over 
here Dominions armies. The 
Canadians had actually landed 
in France, but have now 
been safely withdrawn, much 
disappointed, but in perfect 
order, with all their artillery 
and equipment. And these 
very high-class forces from the 
Dominions will now take part 
in the defense of the Mother 
Country.

 Lest the account which I have 
given of these large forces 
should raise the question: 
Why did they not take part in 
the great battle in France? I 
must make it clear that, apart 
from the divisions training and 
organizing at home, only twelve 

divisions were equipped to fight 
upon a scale which justified 
their being sent abroad. And 
this was fully up to the number 
which the French had been led 
to expect would be available in 
France at the ninth month of 
the war. The rest of our forces 
at home have a fighting value 
for home defense which will, 
of course, steadily increase 
every week that passes. Thus, 
the invasion of Great Britain 
would at this time require the 
transportation across the sea of 
hostile armies on a very large 
scale, and after they had been 
so transported they would have 
to be continually maintained 
with all the masses of munitions 
and supplies which are required 
for continuous battle--as 
continuous battle it will surely 
be.

 Here is where we come to the 
Navy--and after all, we have 
a Navy. Some people seem to 
forget that we have a Navy. 
We must remind them. For 
the last thirty years I have 
been concerned in discussions 
about the possibilities of 
oversea invasion, and I took 
the responsibility on behalf of 
the Admiralty, at the beginning 
of the last war, of allowing all 
regular troops to be sent out of 
the country. That was a very 
serious step to take, because 
our Territorials had only 
just been called up and were 
quite untrained. Therefore, 
this Island was for several 
months particularly denuded of 
fighting troops. The Admiralty 
had confidence at that time 
in their ability to prevent a 

on the rights of the people.—
He has refused for a long time, 
after such dissolutions, to cause 
others to be elected; whereby the 
Legislative powers, incapable 
of Annihilation, have returned 
to the People at large for their 
exercise; the State remaining in 
the mean time exposed to all the 
dangers of invasion from without, 
and convulsions within.—He 
has endeavoured to prevent the 
population of these States; for 
that purpose obstructing the Laws 
for Naturalization of Foreigners; 
refusing to pass others to 
encourage their migrations hither, 
and raising the conditions of new 
Appropriations of Lands.—He 
has obstructed the Administration 
of Justice, by refusing his Assent 
to Laws for establishing Judiciary 
powers.—He has made Judges 
dependent on his Will alone, 
for the tenure of their offices, 
and the amount and payment of 
their salaries.—He has erected 
a multitude of New Offices, and 
sent hither swarms of Officers to 
harrass our people, and eat out 
their substance.—He has kept 
among us, in times of peace, 
Standing Armies without the 
Consent of our legislatures.—He 
has affected to render the Military 
independent of and superior 
to the Civil power.—He has 
combined with others to subject 
us to a jurisdiction foreign to our 
constitution, and unacknowledged 
by our laws; giving his Assent 
to their Acts of pretended 
Legislation: —For quartering 
large bodies of armed troops 
among us: —For protecting them, 
by a mock Trial, from punishment 
for any Murders which they 
should commit on the Inhabitants 


